As soon as the unmarked female left, we examined the chicks and found that one nestling had a fresh bloody wound near the auditory opening but appeared otherwise healthy; the other two nestlings were unharmed. We examined the contents of the box during the capture of the adult male at 16:30 and observed no irregularities. Therefore, we conclude that the wound was inflicted by the visiting female between 16:30 and 16:40.
already died by 4 June of apparent starvation. Their mother was banded on 3 June. A male was never captured at this box. On 6 June, an unbanded female was captured in the box and fresh nesting material was present in the nest cup. This female began laying on 12 June.
In all cases, the nature of the wound was the same: a peck mark near one of the auditory openings. Similar wounds have been reported by Crook and Shields (19 8 5) Shelley (1934), and Stacey and Edwards (1983) in the context of infanticide. The nossibilitv that mammals or different bird species may-have caused the wounds in the three cases for which we have evidence for infanticide seems remote. The only other bird that has ever been observed to enter one of our starling boxes was an American Kestrel (Falco sparverius); it was successfully repelled by the adults at that box. To discourage mammalian predators such as Raccoons (Procyon Zotor) and Gray Squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis), aluminum predator guards have been placed around utility poles below nest boxes. Squirrels still occasionally present a problem. However, they always remove the entire contents of the nest (either eggs or nestlings) and disrupt the nest itself. In addition, similar peck marks have been found around the head and neck of dead adults (n = 3) found in nest boxes, and on the faces ofpairs of birds that we have captured fighting inside boxes (n = 8 pairs), suggesting that bill stabbing is not uncommon.
In two of the four cases, a female was suspected to have committed an infanticidal act. We suspect that infanticide in our population is related to competition for nest sites, a limiting resource (e.g., see Hrdy 1979). Other reports of female infanticidal behavior have been reported by Loftin and Roberson (1983) and Picman (1977). In both cases, a limiting resource (such as nests, mates or food) has been suggested as a reason for infanticidal acts.
The importance and frequency of avian infanticide is largely unknown primarily because the observation time necessary to document this phenomenon can be prohibitive. As a result, infanticide may have greater biological significance than is implied by the existing literature. We encourage all observers to be cognizant of the possibility of infanticide in their study populations. 
